02/01/12 You Will Meet A Tall Dark Stranger

Dir: Woody Allen, 2010, UK, 98 mins

You Will Meet A Tall Dark Stranger follows a pair of married couples, Alfie and Helena, and their daughter Sally
and husband Roy, as their passions, ambitions, and anxieties lead them into trouble and out of their minds. After
Alfie leaves Helena to pursue his lost youth and a free-spirited call girl named Charmaine, Helena abandons
rationality and surrenders her life to the loopy advice of a charlatan fortune teller. Unhappy in her marriage, Sally
develops a crush on her handsome art gallery owner boss, Greg, while Roy, a novelist nervously awaiting the
response to his latest manuscript, becomes moonstruck over Dia, a mystery woman who catches his gaze through
a nearby window.

09/01/12 How | Ended This Summer

Dir: Aleksey Popogrebskiy, Russia, 2010, 124 min, 12A.

On a deserted Russian Arctic island, two men work diligently at a small meteorological station. Their task is to take
regular readings from their partly radioactive surroundings and relay this crucial data on to headquarters via radio
- their only bridge to the outside world. For a seasoned pro like Sergei, a gruff man in his fifties, this job has
become routine. During the years he has spent in extreme isolation, he has learned to take this task very seriously.
His new work partner is the fresh-faced Pavel, a bright-eyed college graduate assigned to spend the summer at the
station.

16/01/12 Of Gods and Men (Des hommes et des dieux)

Dir. 'Of Xavier Beauvois, France, 2010, 122 mins, 15

Under threat by fundamentalist terrorists, a group of Trappist monks stationed with an impoverished Algerian
community must decide whether to leave or stay. Largely a tale of a peaceful situation between local Christians
and Muslims before becoming a lethal one due to external forces, the screenplay focuses on the preceding chain
of events in decay of government, expansion of terrorism, and the monks' confrontation with both the terrorists
and the government authorities that led up to their deaths..

23/01/12 127 Hours

Dir. Danny Boyle, UK, 2010, 94 mins

127 Hours is a 2010 biographical film of mountain climber Aron Ralston, who became trapped by a boulder in
Robbers Roost, Utah in April 2003 while canyoneering alone near Moab, Utah and resorts to desperate measures
in order to survive. The film, based on Ralston's autobiography Between a Rock and a Hard Place, was written by
Boyle and Simon Beaufoy and produced by Christian Colson and John Smithson (both Beaufoy and Colson had
previously worked with Boyle on Slumdog Millionaire).

30/01/12 Lion’s Den (Leonora)

Dir: Pablo Trapero, Argentina, Brazil, 2008, 113 mins, 15, subtitles

Lion's Den is a powerful movie about a pregnant woman who is convicted for murder, perhaps wrongfully, and
sent to a brutal prison, where she must give birth as a prisoner and then endure the second agony of seeing her
child taken away. It is a gritty and heartfelt film with brilliant opening sequence in which Julia, played by Martina
Gusman, blearily gets up and goes to college, in a state of semi-conscious denial about the horrifically violent
events of the previous evening.

06/02/12 True Grit

Dir: Ethan & Joel Coen, USA, 2010, 110 mins, 15

True Grit beats a path back to the original Charles Portis novel to spin the tale of 14-year-old Mattie Ross, a pig-
tailed angel of vengeance, hellbent on finding the man who robbed and killed her father. Given the choice of three
US marshals to hire, Mattie promptly opts for "the meanest": a cantankerous cyclops called Reuben "Rooster"
Cogburn. Also joining her on this mission is LaBoeuf, a Texas ranger far from home. Rooster and LaBoeuf plan to
ditch the girl and split the reward between them. But Mattie will not be deterred and pursues them across the
river and into the trees. True Grit is lean, spare and unadorned.

13/02/12 The Big Picture (L'homme qui voulait vivre sa vie)

Dir: Christopher Guest, Eric Lartigau, France, 2011 115 min, 15, subtitles

In this Highsmithian thriller, Paul is a a wealthy corporate lawyer who secretly despises his own bland, conformist
life; he has artistic longings and a general discontent exacerbated by dislike of his neighbour: a disheveled,
bohemian individual whom he suspects of having an affair with his wife. The tension explodes into violence, and
Paul stakes everything on a terrifying plan. Catherine Deneuve makes a stately appearance in cameo as Paul's
partner and mentor.
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